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I N  O U R  M I D S T
Fulshear’s Connection to Hacksaw Ridge

T here are shadowed pools in most of our lives 
that are hidden and deep.  Some of us may 
have experiences and memories that are hard 

to share, and that are often shrouded in the recesses of 
remembrances left behind.  

Carl Briscoe Bentley—lifelong resident of Fulshear, Justice 
of the Peace for Fort Bend County for over 30 years, 
municipal judge, and mayor—was one of those who 
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held a deep pool within.  Many of those who have lived 
in or around Fulshear for some time have their “Carl” 
stories.  Some would say they never saw him without his 
ubiquitous cowboy hat and boots.  Some would run into 
him at the post office or at Dozier’s, where they might 
learn some new fact about Fulshear that they didn’t 
know before.  Some have pledged their marriage vows 
before him as Justice of the Peace.  Some were fortunate 
enough to interview him a time or two over the years.  FU
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19Carl had a lot of stories to tell.  Some were colorfully 
embellished; all provided entertainment.  He loved 
Fulshear, and he loved the history of his town and of 
his ancestors.

However, there was a side to Carl that many in this small 
town didn’t know very well.  Besides his judgeship, his 
friendship, and his love of Fulshear history, Carl Bentley 
had another story to tell.

A Forbidding 

Obstacle
The Maeda Escarpment is a 400-foot monolith that 
stretches five miles across the southern width of 
the island of Okinawa.  With a plateau fortified by 
pillboxes—concrete or rock fortifications with a hole 
for an enemy soldier to fire a weapon—and caves 
that housed Japanese machine guns and artillery, 
the completely vertical and forbidding sheer cliff was 
almost impenetrable for American troops.

The 307th Infantry of the 77th Division was part of 
Operation Iceberg—the largest amphibious assault 
in the Pacific War.  An invasion larger than D-Day, 
Operation Iceberg (which was carried out between 
April and June of ’45) was also one of the bloodiest 
battles of World War II.  Over 14,000 American soldiers 
died and another 50,000 were injured.  Among the 
dead was America’s beloved war correspondent, 
Ernie Pyle.  The Japanese fared even worse, losing over 
75,000 soldiers and 150,000 local citizens who were 
forced into suicide missions where surrender was not an 
option. 

Okinawa was known by American forces as the Hell-
Hole of the Pacific.  Forced to sleep in mud and cold 
rains, soldiers had mud caked in their ears, their noses, 
and their mouths.  They wore the same wet socks for 
days, drying them off as best they could before putting 
them and their boots back on their feet.  Beyond that, 
bodies and blood were everywhere.  Carl’s grandson, 
Leigh John Bentley, recalls the stories he heard as 
a child.  “The men literally slogged through blood.  
Granddad dreamed about that, sometimes.”

As noted before, our soldiers also had to fight against 
a strategy known as Operation Ketsu-Go—the official 
policy of defending Japan to the death, where all 
Japanese men, women, and children participated.  
The American soldiers who fought for our freedom did 
not receive participation trophies for their efforts.  These 
men fought for their very lives and the lives of the men 
around them.  Carl Bentley was one of those men.  

Maeda Escarpment - Photo Courtesy of Terry Benedict

Photo Courtesy of Terry Benedict

Carl’s Path to War
Carl was taking care of his grandmother’s cotton farm 
when World War II broke out and, therefore, received 
a military deferment.  After witnessing so many other 
young men going off to fight the Germans and the 
Japanese, he felt compelled to join the war effort, 
as well.  Colorblindness kept him out of the Air Corps, 
which was his first choice.  Still, he knew foot soldiers 
were needed, so he joined the infantry.  

As a Browning Automatic Rifleman, he served in the 
307th Infantry of the 77th Statue of Liberty Division in the 
Battle of Okinawa.  On April 29, 1945, Carl’s battalion 
entered a fierce and intense seven-day battle when it 
launched an assault on the Maeda Escarpment—also 
known as Hacksaw Ridge.  
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20 Joining the Battle
In the battle to take Hacksaw Ridge, the 96th Division 
had been decimated.  War records later revealed 
that their bodies were stacked upon the ridge like 
cordwood.  The 77th Division was called in to take 
over the fight.  Carl’s battalion battled through mortar 
and artillery fire and, on April 29, they reached the top 
of the escarpment and dropped ropes back over the 
side for other soldiers to climb. Nine times in the next 
seven days, the men were driven off the escarpment 
by Japanese artillery.  The 77th Division estimated 
that they killed many Japanese in the battle, but the 
American’s, too, suffered great losses.  May 5 was a 
particularly fierce battle.  The battalion had gone up 
on the escarpment with 155 men in their company.  
Thirty-three came back down on their own power.  The 
rest were left to die or to the care of one medic.

The Japanese goal in the war was to break the morale 
of the American soldiers and, to this aim, targeting 
American medics was one of their favorite tactics.  
To kill a medic was to demoralize the men, for there 

Returning to 

Hacksaw Ridge
There were 15,000 men in the 77th Division, but by the 
time Carl was interviewed in 2003 there were less than 
15 who were still alive and who had shared first-hand 
experience with Desmond Doss.  Before filming his 
documentary, Terry Benedict made a trip to Fulshear 
to visit with Carl.  He invited him, along with Doss,  Jack 
Glover, and Henry Huneken, (all members of the 77th 
Statue of Liberty Division) to accompany him on a trip 
back to Okinawa.  There were obstacles, Terry said, 
as all the men were in their 80s, and one or the other 
would fall ill, and the trip would have to be postponed.  

Finally, they made the journey to Japan and, there 
again at Hacksaw Ridge, Carl’s transparent honesty 
and raw emotions became a part of Benedict’s film. “I 
don’t like being here,” Carl said.  “I don’t like bringing 
it back to my memory.  I would rather not have 
come, but…”  He paused as the memories almost 

overwhelmed him…”but I felt 
I had to.”  Terry said that “he 
needed to do it for Desmond.”

In the battle against the 
Japanese atop the Maeda 
Escarpment, and with the 
air full of grenade fragments 
and bullets, Carl Bentley was 
severely wounded several 
times, receiving shrapnel in his 
face and eyes.  He received 
two purple hearts and a bronze 
star for injuries sustained there.  
However, in a kill or be killed 
kind of war, sometimes it’s those 
invisible wounds that are the 
worst and the most lasting. At 
one point in the documentary 
film, Carl recounted to Terry a 
devastating moment when he 
and two others were hiding in 
a cave from the Japanese just 
outside.  One of the GIs was 

would be no one with the 
medical training to keep them 
from dying.

Honoring
a Hero

The 77th platoon’s medic—a 
conscientious objector named 
Desmond Doss, who carried 
no weapon, but who climbed 
the rope ladder time after time 
to patch up the wounded, 
comfort the dying, and carry 
those he could to safety—has 
been immortalized in the recent 
Mel Gibson film, Hacksaw 
Ridge.  According to filmmaker 
Terry Benedict, who wrote and 
directed a 2004 documentary 
about Doss called The 
Conscientious Objector and 
who also served as producer 

Harry S. Truman awarding the Medal of Honor to 
Desmond Doss. Photo Courtesy of Terry Benedict.

of Hacksaw Ridge, “the story of a medic is a story of 
carnage.  A medic sees the effects of battle, the after 
effects, the parts of a soldier that are left over.”

With hundreds of Japanese rifles firing directly at him, 
Doss carried men down that mountain.  Carl told 
Terry Benedict that it “just looked like Desmond was 
at peace, walking around.” And, according to Terry, 
Carl would definitely have known. “Carl was one of 
two men who were lying in a foxhole watching Doss 
and who knew exactly what they saw.” 

Seriously wounded, himself, and with thousands of 
rounds of bullets aimed directly at him, Desmond Doss 
continued to treat the soldiers of his platoon and, in 
a single day, saved the lives of 75 men. “It’s as if God 
had his hand on [Doss’] shoulder,” Carl said. “It’s the 
only explanation I can give.”

severely wounded and was moaning and groaning. 
Carl and his buddy debated briefly on whether to kill 
the soldier to put him out of his misery and to keep the 
Japanese from hearing and killing them all.  But, they 
couldn’t do it.  In what gave a powerful insight into 
Carl’s character, he quietly said to Terry, “I’m ashamed 
of even thinking about it.” 

Doss’s Medal of 

Honor
Desmond Doss was awarded the Medal of Honor by 
Harry S. Truman in 1945, after Carl Bentley and three 
other soldiers who served with him wrote letters and 
affidavits of recommendation on behalf of Doss.  “The 
odds of getting a medal of honor are slim to none,” 



said Terry Benedict.  These affidavits have to make 
it all the way up the chain of command until they 
reach the President of the United States.  And, even 
though Doss didn’t like to refer to himself as an 
objector but, rather, a “conscientious cooperator,” 
there have been only two conscientious objectors 
who ever received the Medal of Honor.

Terry said he especially loved Carl and his honesty 
when he opened up about his experiences on that 
ridge.  “His openness, that’s his legacy.  That, and his 
sacrifice…all their sacrifices.  That’s the legacy.” 

Carl Bentley lived a full and active life here in 
Fulshear.  But, one thing his family and friends can tell 
you—he never completely left behind the battle of 
Hacksaw Ridge.

On the

Precipice
Before Terry Benedict came to visit Carl and invite 
the men to Okinawa, he called his father to tell him 
about the documentary he wanted to make.  He 
told him he would like to take some of those men 
back to Okinawa and to Hacksaw Ridge.  His father 
questioned the soundness of taking old men back up 
there, but Terry optimistically, and perhaps naively, 
responded, “What could happen?”

Once there, in Okinawa, he found out.  Terry wanted 
to take each man separately up to the ridge to get 
his honest response.  When it was Carl’s turn to go up, 
they followed a narrow path up the east side of the 
escarpment called Needle Rock.  Carl, in his ever-
present cowboy boots and Stetson hat, followed 
behind Terry.  At one point, Terry looked back and 
did not see Carl.  He put down his camera and went 
back down the rocks to find him, only to see that 
Carl had slipped off the precipice and was hanging 
from a bush. Terry grabbed a scraped and bleeding 
Carl and pulled him to safety.  

“You okay?” 

“Of course I’m okay,” Carl said.  “I just slipped with 
these cowboy boots.  Now, let’s go.”

And, of course, Carl never lost his hat. d

CREDITS:
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Benedict
*All Carl Bentley quotes are from the documentary, The 
Conscientious Objector
Killing The Rising Sun by Bill O’Reilly & Martin Dugard
www.history.net Battle of Okinawa: The Bloodiest Battle of the 
Pacific War
(Photo of Carl Bentley) Houston Chronicle, June 29, 2009
(Affidavit written by Carl Bentley) (Document can be found at 
docsteach.org) 
PFC Carl B. Bentley’s Affidavit Used in Support of the Desmond 
Doss Medal of Honor; ca. 1945; Records of U.S. Army Operational, 
Tactical, and Support Organizations (World War II and Thereafter), 
Record Group 338.  National Archives Identifier: 595195

Photo Courtesy of the Desmond Doss Council
Georgia Cumberland Association of Seventh-day Adventist, Inc

Carl Bentley as a young soldier.
Photo Courtesy of Terry Crockett.
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